
? 3 S 5 1 i l S 
s b.| £ g<§ 

s | 1 ff S s'g-. § § 

i 1 s | § sr 1 g ? 

a S3o« 0 |--!g 

luifnn 

i'l-8 !z?ol if 

ia fl||s S3 

i 2 Hot HE: 

||S.<^ Bggt 

S 3 § 3 3 S " " « 

'S » S | - — J 

=■■% -^IwS a 8 
3 



s 

z 

5 

f 



3 I B 
J=So55;r 

o oo o s* 5 2. —• os 

B f £ i B- 1 < 2. 

Itrdfsf- 

S- 8 £ g- ? O 0 5 
ar 2 , §. !p 5- 5- £ • t/, 

o o ° n s* ~ 

$ SJfziiS 



M Z v v 3 B P i g:* i 2 § 3 a S' 8 a 

® & g r« r* § o*.- S. . S ms 5. § 

5 -fi§ S^Ib?! it e| I ! i s ' s. 

w 3-0 5 ft sr S’ I B. 3 2® a. §» -• v2 £ 

< o'jS Si* 3 ff o3 rtK » C £: — • 3 ^ — - on ^ 

2 I S ? S • V E 5 ? c ’ s:*< cuS-S* 3 ** £ 

=>g - 2 -c« in 3 4 3. <; «* * ® M c r- 2 c/5 ~ 

3 * S5‘ w»* 2. os ._ ?? 

8 



tt fD 3 - 

g- i' 8 Z - s' •§ "3§ 

1 * 5* F g’ ff & g. “ & ? g 

| M‘ | s || 1 1 1 S- a | 

‘ re -- 8 er iiuiii-: 

o. 



a __ 

5.2.5 < §- §5 S. ° g 
J a S' 3 S ctjoq j? 2. 
2- =r oq p, pc o g. 3. 

5s r 3.> B 'g.aS n s 
13§53<sScl'’ s 



5* 3 tv 

8 2 ? 3 



, S§i ft i 

3. o 



, cr o w 3 S*>-» -n 

, 2 , '2 ( 5 o a OOQ » OQ 3 

III !'| III i§ III! Ills! 



,3J^< 
! 2 8 ■> 2- S' 

3 n TJ 



?S3 S ffSZ8?.S2c;|S53 

a& 3 Si38i«s-=;§3?r 8 B. 

S-ssi 5 S-t^S-S I & s 5 S- 5- g- §■ » 
3 s, o 8 

I Kill I 



illUliilUluMIifiBui 



- 5T 3 g* r* 3 3 -r 5- -rj £. - 3* ? 3 £ 

!t|||Sl?f|l!lll!l|l!I 

IMIS's 0 « 

fill f M Ifl § s I ° 8 



cr .J 

sr 



5 <g 
I 



s ft 




II § I 







. . ., . . 


J""J. i'u. ^ J 1 " V* tv** 









p a s r » » 

s 3 c/a D* s. £ 

r» g 3 s O oq 

s <g g ° C <8 

a 8 to o ^g. 

« 2 ^ S | a 
^ 2 2 - 
g. ?n 3 » 

s B = ^ o ?• 5 

? | M 6 . E. 8 " 

I 5 £ 3 $r » a 

r _ « O P* P £ 
i S g » ' « n 

hi? ~ > cr ^ 
’ in’ S o — ^ 

r s- gr-g I § 

• ° ? SB - gi 
l-oJsSJ 

L ST 3 a. p 

, s| §-J” 

:. ft 3 TO O ^ 

t' c ° 8 au 

i = 1 S 2 .S 



« r n r » 

« -g. i § jS 

H o£t 3 ; 

» g- 8 o < " "f 

• ” ,_, 3 <* O CL 

‘ W c £ » 2 * a.' 

; I i « 1 g. B 

’ | sr o “ & s 

! ^ £ § 2 , 8 B. 
9 * p 3 c 5 

L C -* P fc. P CT* 

!.•< c 3 ^ S’ S 

- O n w n o 

■ S & 3 S 8 . r 

■O O* N w 

sisrlof 

i s. g r S. a 



| If 
« lg> 5 s 

S- n. % ? „ 



cr I. * B " 

I 15 | | 

llii; 

I f« 7 s 

il-l || 

l ill’s 



o 1 1 2 o 8 H 1 1 

ssi.fl I Ml 1 

§11 §• 11 .?^ pi 

If 1 !* § g , fs 5 

ar »SHs:»'g» 

a fa'^o^SgS 
~ 3 S £ 6 g rr B | 

O < q 5 ‘ 0 - 0 .J s <^ 

0 «OoP* 0 -- 2 0 * 

r Jtlllf.| s 

1 Hi ii Ik 

l 3 * £ |i|! 

B» -05-0^31 

~ a r s S B. 8. 1 

g* ff § g s 

s o>s>aP°E' 

§- lifSs-Sj- 

5 ® 3- = 3 s 3 3 

•a H 8 >• » 3- o H 

a S' 3 S* £* 3 3 P 
*-< o w ft re W -» i 



5 * . w 2 ft o 

• o & 3 ! 5 

^ i " s ! : 

a I S §• S’ ! 

TO 3 ft © 1-4 S 
3 «3 “S 

ill 1-1 i 

■h|| | g i 

• 3 g> p. i i . 
' 2 ? ? 3 § : 

JJ ^ o n J 

• O s - 1 || 
« 3 > a s*r to 

e p v> ■ 

3 B S.O 

3* _ Jjp p 
5 » « 5 
M c 2 to 
*3 g § a 

HIS 

ft ^ 3 a 

a g'sl 
§•»"! 

S S |2 



'3.2 s S ,3.oo a 5 a 3 " = 

?T EL 3 aro3“o a^o B*. a IlS r 

,l-. § 8.2.Po?-SSS-“rf|lS 

a ll^oo- J”!sS-s- ! 

i ? ".F * S 3 >j* % : >S | 

3 ? D i p s-f S " » I. s. O g. g. ; 

• 2-|^5 S|||SsP 5 -=-S 5 ; 

, 0 S=a;|:s5a ff !*Jg.35! 

4 iillis=<;l>il|i; 

• 2- 2TO^^pOftgo»3ft; 

■ s < a- - • 2. 3 ™ « 

-ill i s--i 2.^2 p| l|i.s ; 
s-lM" &s-l^ 1 1 s § “ 3 ; 

BS8fa“ , 8,8s-g.S»|4li 
}o»° 3 ££!s?? 3 252.8 



§ & ? ! 3 b: 1 I f B 3 £ & I. g 

w» / -.P > CO' c " 2 B 5 SP<«*nN*a 

, §.°3 I.' 1 £. I 3 p =Sa g 1.1 

?. I- 3. S 3- S S S' i. S & ?•& § .3 








< 



a o- £ 5 ' "■ S S* ss. 
§ a?-^S fi 3 

S o a - oo’Es- 
5 5e.g ( ;l! 

* If § |!'l| 

i = I ^ |§ § 
E g- P : g-f § g 
1 s-ag-S-S-o^ 
I. 3 5 1 I 2 ? 3 Q 

0* 3 ^3 3 grt> 

* ° S 5 f I -• a 

o =• S* _ " £ w s? 
.cr 3 ST g ^ e 2. 

a |5 Sjsf S 

^aSreOBTEQ. 
° S t 3- 2. | o' S 
a •» 5' 2 § So S' 
"8£sg = 5 2- 

|g f f I 

re 3 3 3 3 : » 3 g 

!• 5- g 5- 1 I S | 

3JL : m n ^ o ft 

I'BlfS'Sgg- 

S8&S-8.3B? 



CS’ BO 50 tt 3 

(p'Sgg? 

3 3 a 
■< re Sts d 
" Ere 
n. 05 ^ E a 

“ »l2.< 

2 n 5 S ft 

It"8! 



£§ § 3 S 

o -< S? P -g 

fill 8 

ii:s g 



Si S S-S-g Eg Q3 
S' ? 3- 1 S’ 3 I | 3 §. 

2s‘(*^ r ’_ CJ H33 

3“-o = =;o» - 

3 ^ ^ ^ is <j 3 e- 

f S.8 S STB-g-Is-i 

" sr « " Q ► g » .2 “ 

5 2 ! * S’ I 2 . =• ~ 3 B. 

3 = 3 5-«? := “' 0 Q:r -£2. 



t O S' 3' _? ■g S 
p o5 S'o g 3 

w» jT\ (#31. 

- ** M >1 O H 
£ C ^ 3 *(3 ^ >-i 

5. vs3POp a 23 
SoingwiigSjL 



s ?s- 


«3 S' 
3 3. 


1 1 1 


of 5: 



a?.P3 

I.S-5.1 

a* 3 3 

o v; cjq c/s 



3rtOi3(F50 | q3j!L_ - 3CLCp3«_ o PO'<:(J5cft 

f“l>5 5'i.ifl ~si'i , | gSsR'S ? 

O r* - o 



. a 2. ^ S’ § 2. c- fe 3 «. 

gf'Ms'sss s 

3 | >Ho 2 S" 8 .j» 

: I 3.? ° §■ 3 ■§ ° pa f? ; 

P2P3*°*« 0 2m* 3 S* i 

' a? 5 i? 5 3r 



Q § " 8 I 
► * & 3 “ 

Iff i § 

*£&§£ 
II 1 1 B. 

OQ £T 9 3 60 

°L 3s *a os 

1 1 ii 

c „ 3 o £, 

£& " 1-3 

sr s s » i 

< - i« » w 

t» o EL -• o 
I 3- 3>€ S’ 



SSiSiM*! 

< e 5 S2»5S8 

EaJog'SsBa 
a-oosS^^po 
o « m 2 . ^ “ ■a 

.-r n n. n rx » r* r* 



"■s r« - § 
if £*€1 i or 
3 £«. g.$ a ? S I 
" c 2 a;s. 3 3 » 
3 5 s' S* 2.,n 3 ■ 

s.§ 

?c|j 3 a. s ~ » 

f £ ! a I a o | | 



if IM M t &■ 

s I - S' 3 ? I S' s 

IlffT? S gi B S, 

» jr 3 ■§ ~ 8 1 «■ 3 

3re=-°«8 o’ 3 3- 

rt»rtPO.g2-- 3 
52 - — o. = ^ oo OS! 

S I < ! S.*? Js 

~n p ft 3 “* “i ar 

2, a. = “• § 3 cg*S 
fs'ggpliresi; 



« I- a i' as’"? a 

a £ ! S. 1 1 § ! r 

5' if 3 p * O' s U <S 

Z|S IS-^olf 

s S ?§ e| 
O' O 2 « n m - s. i 
b aa.* o y* 

2 ?S "g'g'g-o = 
° 3 1 1 § | & E s. 

I «§!;?£!!£. 

Q 3 S g o*n> 

S. § 5,1(841 * -g 
§ ! 1 ? |. s- ; a | 

■«s»ss?&? s 
S. a S’ I - a ? S ! s’ 

;fl P if5|f 

S S •¥ ? 3 r £ 3 



S 3) N a a- 2- 3 
» S g , S " < 

^ o- s & 3 s 
=> <■» !T *• re a jr 

I I- I 8 a •g £ 

rg 1 s-j.il 

l^z-ri g s-S. 

If l? a i * 

O' “ o >* n xx 
" ?° o a a 3- 3 

§ H a. sr ‘S 2 ° 
B- n 5? J o -a § 
n W 2 - 3 ” 2 
•O 3 =. 2 I 8 S: 

0 8 < I s ^ i 

3 3 » S -i ^ 3 

*n p 3 »*, 3 3 y 
— a 80 c? 3 Q. « 

" sr» “ s.|r 

1 ^!| e 

3 S' 3 n 3 t- 3 

2 = 2 8 . ' 8 h 

^ 'J? » 3 3 

c o P ft o 



_ ~ 3 2 

JO n p fT 

‘ 5 o 3 -*> 

3 O CL 

^ I " g. 

• § -3 Z s- 

= 3 re® 



» O > 
|-g - 

3 ft 

- 3 f 
s a - 
3 

sr-j ??. 












^|f i-ag-ig 

•l-Ef |Sf f! 

1 1 i 1- ii 5 1 

.-SSoogrevcn 

ilSsJ ?g 

2 . C- „ o o SS. 

“ <s 2 , 3 S. J 

gi 55' i 5! 5 2 ^ 

o- g. 05 o. 3 <3 
2 3* g OQ > 3 

falfsls- 

•B § §-« * i'§ 

S S' f % 3 s. J 

a f & £ ! & & 

% I g: 1 1' I I 

So*- p ^ S? 1 

►n g « g. O -§ « 

§• » g. e ?I i 

JS J c b 5' — . 2 



•5 „ i" a 



b- & w 2? «3 S 5 

3 w) ’2. - ^ c. 

e 3- o o. O* « & 

I s-ca g 3 a-S. 



E ll§ 

L 5 a. o -g ? s g * 

Ja e - « sa.i 

t* ^ o E 

foS?g ff Ss! 

, s s g = » a g 
i tr g. S’ S' 2 §’ 3- 

= ;|s m* f 

* ri i l‘ a 

SsSSSo” 3 - 

* g S. 5* s ? i -2 

:1.3 1 s- s > 1 1 

! s a I s 3 ? e 

s 8 g-- 3 1 1 * I 

1 < « h - Ko. 3 ; 

3 5-§2.§ 25 

R i’ll 5 p fj, 

S I £ fr | 5- S-l. 
1 8 , 3 B‘ I 8 Z | 
8 - g‘ S- f f % §•■? 



ii i 3 e: 3 s I' ? 8 M ?■ g. s-l 

3-2-3 p*p'3 8 3*S«5 ‘t3 3 2 M 

s S S' 3 5 a B- ! 1 1 1 s. » « 

» 3 8 | I sS-oga si 

a a ws<:p.33j*n r *.~ > cr°a. 

Z s i-f s'-" ig? g.^ gg- 

6 “ § ^ 3 S I ^5 5 b »* 92. 
? 0.g.|g ; i|0<3-| g. | 
£.3 I » o 2 » W 3 - dS' 3 

8». , »iE a S 3 S< 

Ei'lrs ik*i § «|S. 

5a.Ss8®ES< s;s 



•iaggSwJS, 

3*^*1 O Q & S. O ^ 

: 3 S' S B 3 ■ s "■ ? 

§§g»o 5 Sa° 

: <§- „ 3 £' E " o « 3- 
o< o ST 2 ®* 

;■ S S. ntjll 3 Jf 






:«r>. ■ 



Illllplll 

I III” 2 -.? 

3 «* S* ^ o- §* I* 's 2 ." 'c' ? 

-2 a 3'8 = 2 sSg3. 
2='8 S & 5-l ^ 3 S? 

5'reog’^sl i S- s 3. 

VS O ,2 P D. - • *T1 3 o 

Ii-gi!°§fll| 
? K ° I s 9 1 i -1 B 




£ S. 8 -f ? | | 3 sr | S’ 

f a|i 8 ^.i'-'S [s 

a(r 3 l, «?3s»: I” 

b Is 3 I? §y I ~ p 

2 r g I ^ g- f 5 “ q- e § 

S f* STOP O n 1.3 



^ 3* » 3 

« « S2. «, 

r 6 _ 3 O 
3 •O £ re 



00 re 3 o 

1^15- 

ll'?? 

n§ 3 | 



«5 » .►> 
| 'S £ O 

£• © V5 

p p ^ 2 

x < ft H. 
n ft 2 o 

3 3 ■ m 



3 rt J5 2* 

93.8S 3 

| ! -fi a 
p ?5 

p n 1,1 5' ? 
1' » cr « ft 

o gi s 2 a 

re 3- g. o 
“J. 5 p o ^ 
» < n „ 



"5? 1.5 

5 O S 3 rt 

Sfi-i 3- 

S-i-ll 

i-^?! 

"ns.? 





-.sSEl B^fr- 



S3 s 

n >< S' 




s 

3 ’ 














First Rites 




■ r I B 5 I 8. “ 

8 » F g, 8 | g f 
8 i *•§ |1 To 

, l|ll ir l i'Po 
1 | of 5 4? 5 I 
, I K.l llllll" 

’tS3’£§§“i-!i-y 



5' 2. * § g 

| |I-H 

S® CL 52. » ° 

- 2. S’ s 
« r S p 2 
2 s: & 

3 - j* * S' 
* & . g 3 

2 C-. 3 09 to 
2-3 CL O o 

«< °° 3 g 



it 



iSSr* 



11 "i " 1 1 1 

%-lfo 

- 



ks watching 



Pyrrhic Victories 









Onhim Martin now wanted to have it out once and for all. Since Congress 
m still playing coy with the Administration over the supplemental aid re- 
quests, he was convinced, as he later explained to me, that the only way to force 
•decision was to subject the skeptics to some direct heat. He therefore was 
ighted when Congress decided at the end of February to send its much- 
fcliyed fact-finding team to Indochina. 

The delegation seemed somewhat more manageable from Martin's view- 
point than the originally proposed one. There were only six members, instead 
if twenty-one, and young Congressman Harlcin and his controversial aid Don 
luce were not among them. Still, the group did pose a challenge. Among its 
Hxt liberal constituents were Donald Fraser of Minnesota and the irrepressi- 
ble Bella Abzug. The powerful and articulate “Pete” McCloskey of California 
o had chosen to schedule a fact-finding tour of his own to coincide with the 
delegation's. With so many skeptics on his hands, Martin knew he would have 
ID do some hard and fast persuading. 

Typically, he left nothing to chance. He whipped up a Bamum and Bailey 
Btnvaganza that was meant to impress through sheer spectacle. Each agency 
I the Embassy was called upon to contribute an act or two, in the form of 
briefings or position papers. My own office was slated to carry much of the 
iov. Several of my field appraisals were declassified and mimeographed, to 
be hinded out like programs on first night, even though the sources and 
(formation on which they were based were among our most sensitive. 

I was also directed to produce several special memoranda for the occa- 
■on. One of them dealt lengthily with what Poigar liked to describe as the 
SWtegic realities.” The line it spun out could have been lifted verbatim from 
foe Ambassador’s own briefing book. The current balance of forces, I argued, 
feuld not be viewed as a measure of the strength of the two sides. Although 
k South Vietnamese had 300,000 combat troops (and a total of 1.1 million 
■a under arms}— against nearly 200,000 Communist regulars in the field— 
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160 The Unraveling 

they also had more population and territory to protect Therefore, they* 
hardly be expected to wage war so frugally. Jj 

The argument was sensible enough. The way we set it forth was natl 
document contained a complete survey of the balance of forces betweai 
two sides, the most valuable intelligence the North Vietnamese could! 
obtained. Yet nothing in the memorandum bore any kind of classifies!**; 



me oeepiy. seldom had the Ambassador or Polgar had any qualms ah 
declassifying and publicizing agent reports that might win support for id 
tional aid, but now, with the military situation so fluid and confused, ! 
continued outpouring of confidences did our allies a considerable disseni 
Not only was the average newspaper reader being treated to a running* 
mentary on the strengths and weaknesses of the two sides, but he was! 
being handed large slices of our latest data on North Vietnamese .-v-fa 
And the irony was we actually thought we were helping the South Vietnam 
by being so forthcoming. 

Beyond the wisdom of these excesses there was also a question of & 
legality. Under the National Security Acts the CIA is expressly enjoined fa 
involving itself in domestic politics in the United States. And yet every urn 
and briefing I prepared for the delegation was a feint in this direction 
effort to change Congressional minds on a matter of domestic con ce r„ 

As the Embassy prepared for the Congressional visit, so did Thieai 
lus cabmet. General Vien had subordinates put together a canned briefing! 
the military situation designed to convince the delegation the country wall 
the verge of disaster. Even Martin found it a little extreme and asked Viak] 
tone it down. Too much gloom, he warned, could be as harmful as too fin) 

Other members of the cabinet concentrated on tidying up the gone 
ment's dirty laundry. Since the recent arrest of the eighteen joumaliitt 
Saigon had prompted such a hue and cry in the western news media, it *1 
one of the items that got a thorough going-over. The Ministry of the Inter* 
was instructed to compile a batch of dossiers proving that all eighteen wei 
positively” Communist agents. This turned out to be no easy task, for thrj 
was an embarrassing dearth of evidence against them. Police investigator 
therefore, immediately went to work on the suspects, extracting confers** 
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Panic Button 



Wfhw York Times bureau chief, wrote that Giang’s remarks “implied there was 
lllffl tune to meet” Communist conditions. It was a precise echo of Polgar’s 
pm views. This convergence of opinion, in fact, was no accident. During the 
pot several days Polgar had been feeding the newsman opinions and classified 
Mentation. The two had become confidants. 

Polgar had always liked playing pundit, so his affinity for Browne, his 
iffingness to leak data to him was understandable. Browne, moreover, was 
lastural ally, for some of his own “sources” were saying precisely what Polgar 
noted to hear. One of them, a PRG delegate at Tan Son Nhut, had been 
Mating for days that a negotiated ending might be possible. Like any responsi- 
ble journalist, Browne had cross-checked the story with a man in the Embassy, 
Jdgar, who was in a position to render judgment on it. Polgar’s observations 
^apparently strengthened him in his own belief in the source’s veracity, and 
since Browne had no way of separating Polgar’s speculation from fact, he was 
■bled into overplaying the prospects for a settlement in his own news de- 
spatches. Hanoi could not have put together a more effective team of disinfor- 
! action specialists if it had tried. 



Te. Satur- 
it Saigon;:' 
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I s ; Soon after Giang’s press conference, one of Polgar’s own “sources” pro- 
; aided a further “clarification” of the North Vietnamese position. Colonel Toth, 
j the Hungarian Military Attache, called Polgar around midmoming and asked 
jfor a meeting. When the two got together an hour or so later, he offered the 
[Station Chief a tantalizing new peace formula. There might be grounds for a 
! "deal," he asserted, provided Thieu resigned “expeditiously,” the Americans 
[ended all military “intervention,” and a regime “dedicated to peace, indepen- 
[fidence and neutrality” was installed at once. As Polgar later recounted the 
| [conversation to me, Toth also indicated that Minh might be an acceptable 
I 'replacement for Thieu. 

if: In addition, he assured Polgar that the Communists had no desire to 

§ ["humiliate” the United States and would permit the Americans to retain an 
ii Embassy in Saigon. He emphasized that the PRG, not Hanoi, was the author 
| of all he said. 

At a compact two hundred pounds Polgar was not one to orbit easily. Yet 
’[ when he bounded back into the Embassy after the meeting his feet were hardly 
; touching ground. He felt he had been handed the key to salvation. Till now, 
Hanoi had been offering merely “peace” in exchange for Thieu’s removal. Toth 
had promised much more — an actual political solution that would enable the 
United States to get out without humiliation or bloodshed. 

Polgar immediately cabled a gist of the conversation to Washington. He 
then went to brief the Ambassador. 

Martin was less enthusiastic. Implicit in Toth’s scenario was a complete 
dismantling of Saigon’s constitutional structure, something Martin was certain 
would bring on a final confrontation between the Americans and the popula- 
tion. Still, there was enough in what the Hungarian had said to tempt him. He 
therefore urged Polgar to continue the contact and to solicit more information, 
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